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Service 

 

1. Service and servanthood – fundamental to our identity in Christ. 

 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 

over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even 

the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many."  (Mk.10:42-45) 

 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the 

one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  (Lk.22:27) 
 

Christ’s Lordship is expressed through service – which is self-giving. This stands in 

contrast to the false desires of privilege, power and status.  

Servanthood is directly linked to our redemption – it is not an optional extra, it is integral. 

Salvation is about entering into this “inverted” world of the messianic Kingdom being 

ushered in by Jesus – through his life death and resurrection. 

 

 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Your 

attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

but made himself nothing,  

taking the very nature of a servant…  

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. (Phil.2:4-7)  
 

The incarnation is our model of what it means to be in the life of God. Our call is to serve 

as Christ did – in humility and selflessness – laying down our lives. This is the barometer 

of our relationship with our Lord. 

Question: 

 Is our life in Christ – together, individually – characterized by service? Are we 

known as the people who serve (love) each other and others beyond our fellowship? 

 To what extent are we called – as individuals, as a missional community – to this 

sort of costly service? Is any cost too great? Where do other calls on our lives 

(immediate and extended family), fit in this? 
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2. Service as worship 

 "Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 

away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 

the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or 

the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD."  (Josh.24:14-15) 
 

Joshua challenges the tribes as they renew the covenant and prepare to enter the promised 

land. Service is here synonymous with worship – see Deut. 6:13; 1 Sam.7:3-4. 

The C8th prophets make it especially clear that ‘worship’ without service is not worship at 

all:  “For I desire steadfast love1 and not sacrifice,  the knowledge of God rather than burnt 

offerings.”  (Hos.6:6)  Mic.6:6-8 also follows this theme. 

This is picked up by Jesus: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” (Mat.9:13a) 

Paul explicates this theme most famously in his letter to the believers in Rome: 

 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living a sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual worship.  

(Rom.12:1) 

The language here is of temple sacrifice (c.f. Eph.2:21). Paul is arguing that worship is the 

whole of ourselves to be given over to God as our true spiritual worship. 

Question: 

 If all of our lives are to be our worship, and if justice and mercy and other acts of 

service are our “spiritual offering”, what place does our “gathered” or “assembled” 

worship have? What is going on there? How important is it? 

Think: 

 How might each (our service and our ‘service’) inform the other? What would a 

service informed ‘service’ look like? 

 

 

                                                 
1
 sdq (Heb) – righteousness, justice, fidelity 
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3. Service as duty 

 7 "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he 

say to the servant when he comes in from the field, `Come along now and sit down 

to eat'? 8 Would he not rather say, `Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait 

on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? 9 Would he thank the 

servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done 

everything you were told to do, should say, `We are unworthy servants; we have 

only done our duty.' " (Lk.17:7-10)  
 

This difficult teaching comes immediately after a raft of teachings to do with the dangers 

and distractions of wealth where Jesus concluded: "No servant can serve two masters. 

Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other.”  (Lk.16:13) 

(v.9)  Duty, doing as we are commanded, is at the core of servanthood. 

(v.7)  This kind of service is hard work and is an unremitting vocation for any called to it – 

even when we are exhausted from it. 

(v.8)  There is no sense of entitlement. 

(v.10)  Embracing this in humble submission to Jesus as Lord is the entirely counter-

cultural challenge. 

Questions: 

 How does this sort of service not fall into justifying exploitation and abuse? 

 Is this understanding of servanthood just too far out of our experience (as ‘New 

Worlders’) to be meaningful for us? How might we read this parable in our context? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During communion… John 13:2-17…. 


